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God Is On The Throne
“For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their
prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil” - 1 Pt. 3:8-22

Peter is writing to a
troubled people. They
6led their homeland to
escape religious
persecution. They
scattered to the
northern regions of
the Roman empire,
today known as Syria,
Turkey, Armenia,
Georgia, Azerbaijan.
By 6leeing they hoped to 6ind freedom from oppression, prosperity and some element of peace, yet it did
not always end up that way. Peter notes their ongoing suffering in 1 Peter 1:6 where he wrote,
that “now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations.”
Of course their ongoing plight cause disappointment, and discouragement. In some cases, these
Christians were stretched to the point of despair and hopelessness.
Now we do not have to be refugees to become discouraged. Nor do we have to be pressed to the point of
despair and hopelessness to 6ind ourselves in dif6icult trials. There are innumerable sets of
circumstances that can bring us to our knees, i.e. the loss of a loved one, an ongoing illness, cruelty and
pressures at work, the deterioration of a relationship, a wayward child, and the list goes on.
What Peter does in this passage is remind his audience of the genuine hope they have in Christ. This
hope should impact our relationship with our government (2:11-17), our employers (2:18-25), and our
marriages (3:1-7).
So, in this 6inal section of Chapter 3, he reminds his audience that God is still on the throne. When ones
faith 6irmly takes hold of this truth it will have a profound impact on how one goes through the trials of
life.
Peter quotes from Psalm 34:15 & 16 when writing 1 Peter 3:12
“For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers: but the
face of the Lord is against them that do evil.”
1 Peter 3:8-22 Page 1

TEACHERS COPY

NOVEMBER 13, 2016

In the lesson we will examine three aspects of this passage as it relates to our passage. 1) God sees –
“for the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous;” 2) God hears – “and his ears are open unto their
prayers” and 3) God is just – “but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil.”
1. It appears that Peter was meditating on Psalm 34 when he wrote to these suffering
Christians. Compare Psalm 34:11-22 with 1 Peter 3:8-15 and list their similarities.
What does this tell us about Peter?
a. Psalm 34:12 “What man is he that desireth life, and loveth many days, that he may see
good?” and 1 Peter 3:10a - “For he that will love life, and see good days
b. Psalm 34:13 - “Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile:” and 1 Peter
3:10b - let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips that they speak no guile.”
c. Psalm 34:14 - “Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, and pursue it;” and 1 Peter 3:11 “Let him eschew evil, and do good; let him seek peace, and ensue it.”
d. Psalm 34:15 - “ The eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous, and his ears are open unto
their cry and 1 Peter 3:12a - “For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are
open unto their prayers:
e. Psalm 34:16 “The face of the LORD is against them that do evil, to cut off the remembrance
of them from the earth;” and 1 Peter 3:12b - “but the face of the Lord is against them that do
evil.
f. Psalm 34:18 - “The LORD is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be
of a contrite spirit;” and 1 Peter 3:15a - “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts”
Also compare 1 Peter 3:13 with Proverbs 16:7 and 1 Peter 3:14 with Isaiah 8:12b

2. What three things does God’s see or do in 1 Peter 3:12?
“For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers: but the
face of the Lord is against them that do evil.”
a. God sees – “for the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous”
b. God hears – “and his ears are open unto their prayers”
b. God is against – “but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil.”
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3. What does the phrase, “the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous” imply? 1 Peter 3:12; John
10:27; 1 Peter 1:5
a. God sees, knows and keeps His own.
1) He sees His children - 1 Peter 3:12, “for the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous”
2) He knows the righteous - John 10:27, “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and
they follow me . . .”
3) He keeps the righteous until the end - 1 Peter 1:5, “Who are kept by the power of God
through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

4. What does God see and know about His own? - Revelation 2:2, 9, 13, 19; 3:1, 8, 15
a. Revelation 2:2 “I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not
bear them which are evil”
b. Revelation 2:9 - “I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, . . . and I know the blasphemy
of them which say they are Jews, and are not”
c. Revelation 2:13 - “I know thy works, and where thou dwellest”
d. Revelation 2:19 - “I know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, and thy patience, and
thy works"
e. Revelation 3:1 - “I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead.”
f. Revelation 3:8 - “I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door”
g. Revelation 3:15 - “I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot”
b. Regardless the circumstances we face we should remember what Christ has done for us. This
should affect our conduct towards one another
5. How do the above references of God seeing the righteous tie in with 1 Peter 3:8-11?
a. When it says, “for the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous” it implies more than just
protection. God also sees our works of righteousness or lack thereof.
1) 1 Peter 3:8a - We ought to be of one mind
2) 1 Peter 3:8b - Having Compassion = (Greek - sumpatheis) = sympathy
3) 1 Peter 3:8c - Love – (Greek - philadelphoi) Brotherly Love
4) 1 Peter 3:8d - Be Pitful = compassionate
5) 1 Peter 3:8e - Be Courteous = kind
This is possible even in the midst of trials for Christ is our strength.
b. It should cause us to refrain from evil – 1 Peter 1:9
1) We are not to render evil for evil and railing (abuse) for abuse – 1 Peter 3:9
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2) Rather we should bless – “but contrariwise blessing; knowing that ye are thereunto called,
that ye should inherit a blessing” – 1 Peter 3:9
Our purpose as the called of God is to bless or be a blessing
c. 1 Peter 3:10a quotes from Psalm 34:12 which states the question,
“What man is he that desireth life, and loveth many days, that he may see good?”
1) Let us refrain from an evil tongue – 1 Peter 3:10a
2) Let us refraining our lips from guile (deceit) – 1 Peter 3:10b
3) Let us eschew evil and do good, let him seek peace.
4) (also see Ps 34:13-14)

The Lord is on His Throne and He sees what the wicked do,
as well as He sees our conduct

6. What does 1 Peter 3:13-14 imply and how does it aid the already trial burdened saint? What
does it mean when it says, “if you suffer for righteousness’ sake, happy are ye . . .?”

“But and if ye suffer for righteousness’ sake, happy are ye: and be not afraid of their terror,
neither be troubled”
a. God hears our troubles and prayers. It is possible that even with all the good we do, that we still
might be targeted by the unredeemed. So if we suffer (1 Peter 3:14), do not be afraid, do not be
troubled, but be “Happy.”
b. The term happy in the Greek does not mean “joy” but rather BLESSED - (Greek - makarios.)
1 Peter 5:10 - “But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus,
after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you.”
When Mary was called blessed by the angel of the Lord in Luke 1:42 “And she spake out with a
loud voice, and said, Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb.” It was
a bitter sweet blessing because Luke 2:35 says, (Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul
also,) that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.)”
Also Jesus called those who suffer persecution for righteousness sake “blessed” “happy” (Same
Greek word - makarios.) Matt. 5:10-12
“Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven. 11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner
of evil against you falsely, for my sake. 12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward
in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.”
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7. What should we do to prepare ourselves for trials? - 1 Peter 3:15 What does it mean to
sanctify the Lord in our hearts?
a. To sanctify the Lord in our heart is an allusion to Psalm 34:15 - “The Lord is nigh unto them that
are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit.”
The idea is when believers sanctify Christ as Lord in their hearts, they are af6irming their
submission to His control, instruction, and guidance. In doing so they also declare and submit to
God’s sovereign majesty and demonstrate that they fear only Him. They set apart their lives for
the Lord’s use.
b. Along with this we are instructed to “Be ready with an answer . . .for . . reason of the hope that is
in you with meekness and fear” – 1 Peter 3:15

8. What is happening in 1 Peter 3:18-22? How would you interpret this difTicult passage?
a. Did not Christ, who was just, suffer in order to bring us to God? Was He not quickened (made
alive again) in the Spirit?– v. 18 “For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God,
being put to death in the 6lesh, but quickened by the Spirit”
If God was just with His Son, He will be just with us.
b. “By which also” - v 19 refers to the last phrase in the previous verse “By the Spirit v. 18. In other
words, By the same Spirit in which Christ endured the suffering on the cross, is the same
empowering Spirit that Christ was preached to the disobedient spirits who lived in the days of
Noah, through Noah.
c. These “spirits” were the ones who harassed and abused Noah. In fact, The world had become so
corrupt that only 8 souls would be saved from God’s wrath. But God deliver Noah and his family
from the wickedness of that day. He delivered them by locking them in the Ark while he wiped
out the corrupt world by water.
d. Verse 21 says the historic events in Noah’s life is a type. That is, those of us who are in Christ are
spiritually baptized into His body. (Peter is not referring to water baptism. Note the words he
used in this passage, “Not the putting away of the 6ilth of the 6lesh.” Remember, the water did not
save Noah and his family. It was their faith in God and God locking them in the Ark.) As Noah
was placed in the Ark for his deliverance, we are placed in Christ and will be resurrected (and
thereby taken from this corrupt world - Romans 6:3f.) As Noah was delivered from this corrupt
world through the Ark, God will likewise deliver all those in Christ by taking them out of this
wicked world while He destroys it with 6ire.

The point is:

God sees, God is just, and God will deal with the wicked while
protecting His own — 1 Peter 3:12
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