Rejoicing
IN TIMES OF SUFFERING

The epistle of 1 Peter is mostly about suffering
and how to live in a hostile culture. Now I am not
one who looks forward to suffering. I would
rather avoid it if it were possible. But I have
come to realize that pain and pleasure are
strangely joined and intertwined. The deepest
and rarest and most satisfying joys of life often
come after a period of pain and suffering.
An example of this is found in the life of Samuel
Rutherford. He was a Scottish Presbyterian and
theologian who wrote the political book Lex, Rex,
or The Law and the Prince in 1644. Arguing from
Scripture, Natural Law and Scottish law, he
presented a comprehensive defense of the
Scottish Presbyterian ideal in politics. The book
defended the rule of law and the lawfulness of
defensive wars (including pre-emptive wars) and

(which advocated distinct realms of church and
state but opposed religious toleration). It greatly
inPluenced the leaders of the American
Revolution and the thought behind the
Declaration of Independence and the United
States Constitution.
The Scottish and English authorities immediately
banished the book and charged Rutherford with
high treason, however he died in prison before
his charge could be tried. He regarded his
conPinement as the “cellars of afPliction” and
wrote, "The Great King keeps his wine there”―
not in the courtyard where the sun shines. In
other words, when you are in the darkest hours
of suffering, God will provide all the necessary
strength and comfort you will need.
The 19th Century English preacher Charles
Spurgeon said, “They who dive in the sea of
afPliction bring up rare pearls.” Therefore,
Christian’s who go through the deep sorrows of
afPliction have the King's wine and the rare
pearls.
1 Peter is the handbook for Christian persecution
and martyrdom. It explains how one can rejoice
in the midst of hardship and have peace. Today's
text, in fact, commands us to rejoice and gives at
least six reasons why we should be and can be
joyful, even when we are experiencing suffering.
The command is found in 1 Peter 4:13

advocated limited government and
constitutionalism in politics and the "Two
Kingdoms" theory of Church-State relations
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“But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers
of Christ’s sufferings; that, when his glory
shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with
exceeding joy."
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Keep on rejoicing. When you are thrown in the
cellars of suffering, keep on rejoicing. When you
dive in the sea of afPliction, keep on rejoicing. In
fact, keep on rejoicing not in spite of the afPliction
but even because of it.
This is not a little piece of advice about the
power of positive thinking. This is utterly
radical, abnormal, and a supernatural way to
respond to suffering. It is not in our power. It is
not for the sake of our honor. It is the way

spiritual aliens and exiles live on the earth for the
glory of the great King. “Count it all joy when ye
fall into divers temptations” – James 1:2 is foolish
advice, except for one thing―God.
Peter gives six reasons why we can "keep on
rejoicing" when suffering comes. Each point
relates to how God sovereignly works in and
through us.

1. What does 1 Peter 4:12, 19 imply regarding God and our suffering? Also, what do we learn
about suffering when we compare 1 Peter 4:12 with 4:17-18.
God is not surprised when suffering occurs. Rather, verse 12 implies it is part of a plan.
“Beloved, think it not strange concerning the Piery trial which is to try you, as though
some strange thing happened unto you:”
Suffering isn't strange. It isn't absurd. It isn't meaningless. It is purposeful. It is for our testing. Look
at 1 PETER 4:19 –
"Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God commit the keeping of their
souls to him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator. “
“According to the will of God” makes it clear that suffering is not outside the will of God. It is in God's
will. This is true even when Satan may be the immediate cause. God is sovereign over all things,
including our suffering, and including Satan. But why? For what purpose?
When you compare 1 Peter 4:12 with17 you will Pind that Piery ordeals come “to try you.” It is "for
our testing." 1 Peter 4:17 says the Piery trial which is to try you is part of God’s purging
"For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it Pirst begin at
us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? "
The point is that God's judgment is moving through the earth. The church does not escape. When the
Pire of judgment burns the church, it is a testing, proving, purifying Pire. When it burns the world, it
either awakens or destroys. 1 Peter 4:18 continues
"And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?”
Believers pass through the testing Pire of God's judgment―not because he hates us, but because he
loves us and wills our purity. God hates sin so much and loves his children so much that he will spare
us no pain to rid us of what he hates.
So reason number one is that suffering is not surprising to God; it is planned. It is a testing. It is
purifying Pire. It proves and strengthens real faith, and it consumes "performance faith."
Our first principle: God is not surprised when suffering occurs; it is part
of a plan.
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2. What does Peter suggest suffering is for in 1 Peter 4:13a?
We are to keep on rejoicing because our suffering as a Christian is an evidence of our union with
Christ.
1 Peter 4:13a: " But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings.”
In other words, our sufferings are not merely our own. They are also Christ's. This is cause for
rejoicing because it means we are united to Christ.
Joseph Tson, a Romanian pastor who stood up to Ceausescu's repressions of Christianity, wrote,
“This union with Christ is the most beautiful subject in the Christian life. It means that I
am not a lone Pighter here: I am an extension of Jesus Christ. When I was beaten in
Romania, He suffered in my body. It is not my suffering: I only had the honor to share His
sufferings.” (undated paper: A Theology of Martyrdom)
Our second principle: suffering gives evidence of our union with Christ.
3. What is another principle of suffering found in the latter part of 1 Peter 4:13b?
We are to keep on rejoicing because this joy will strengthen our assurance that when Christ comes in
glory, we will rejoice forever with him. 1 Peter 4:13b: "[As you share the sufferings of Christ] Keep
on Rejoicing because
“when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy.”
Notice: The “But Rejoice” or “Keep On Rejoicing,” so that you may rejoice when you are with Christ
in glory. When we suffer for His name sake we will be rewarded a thousand-fold in glory, therefore
rejoice. First there is suffering, then there is glory. Peter conPirms this when he wrote "the Spirit of
Christ . . . testiPied beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow” 1 Peter 1:11.
The Apostle Paul also said, “If we suffer, we shall also reign with him” – 2 Tim. 2:12 and in Romans
8:17 he said, “if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also gloriPied together.” First the
suffering, and then the glory―both for Jesus and for those who are united to him. Therefore, we
should not become embittered at life and the pain it deals us. We are being prepared by God. All the
more we will rejoice at the revelation of Christ's glory. Keep on rejoicing now in suffering in order
that we might rejoice with exultation at the revelation of His glory.
Our third principle: There is greater joy ahead of us in glory
4. What principle of suffering does Peter reveal to us in 1 Peter 4:14?
Keep on rejoicing in suffering because then the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you.
“If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God
resteth upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is gloriPied” - 1
Peter 4:14.
This means that in the hour of greatest trial there is a great consolation. In great suffering on earth
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there is great support from heaven. We may think now that we will not be able to bear it. But if we
are Christ's, we will be able to bear it, because He will come to us and rest upon us.
As Samuel Rutherford said, “the Great King keeps his Pinest wine in the cellar of afPliction.” He does
not bring it out to serve with chips and on sunny afternoons. He keeps it for extremities. The Spirit
will reveal enough of glory and enough of God to satisfy your soul, and carry you through the trials.
Seek to be holy; seek to bring truth; seek to bear witness; and do not turn aside from risk. And
sooner or later we will experience the Spirit of glory and of God resting upon us in suffering.
Our fourth principle: The Spirit of glory and of God will rest upon us
5. What is the Mifth principle regarding suffering found in 1 Peter 4:16?
Keep on rejoicing in suffering because this gloriPies God.
"If any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this
behalf” - 1 Peter 4:16
Glorifying God means we are showing by our actions and attitudes that God is glorious to us―that He
is valuable, precious, desirable, satisfying. The greatest way to show that someone satisPies your
heart is to keep on rejoicing in them when all other supports for your satisfaction are falling away.
When we keep rejoicing in God in the midst of suffering, it shows that God, and not other things, is
the great source of our joy.
Our fifth principle: Our suffering for righteousness will glorify God
6. What is the sixth principle regarding suffering found in 1 Peter 4:19?
Finally, keep on rejoicing because our Creator is faithful to care for our soul.
"Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God commit the keeping of their
souls to him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator” - 1 Peter 4:19
The degrees of suffering and the forms of afPliction will differ for every one of us. But one thing we
will all have in common till Jesus comes: we will all die. We will come to that awesome moment of
reckoning. If we have time, we may see our whole life played before us as we ponder if it has been
well-spent. We will tremble at the unspeakable reality that in just moments we will face God. And
the destiny of our soul will be irrevocable. Will we rejoice in that hour? We will if we entrust our
soul to a faithful Creator. He created our soul for His glory. He is faithful to that glory and to all who
love it and live for it. Now is the time to show where our treasure is―in heaven or on earth. Now is
the time to shine with the glory of God. Trust him. And keep on rejoicing.
Our sixth principle: God is faithful to the care of our soul
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